Sakthi Arulanandham (Translated by Thila Varghese)

Land Grabbing Bird

It is a dreadful bird
that turns every path it travels
into a desert.

As it spreads out its pair of long wings,
countless smaller wings unfold alongside them.
The sound that rises as they outspread together
resonates thunderously.

In the deep darkness

of its sprawling shadow,
the chlorophyll

of great forests sloughs off.

In its heat-emitting, gusty sigh
mountains are pulverized
and the soil is charred into barrenness.

The bird’s little eyes are narrowed,
brimming with treachery...
All they zero in on is prey.

With the swiftness and dexterity

of a hawk pouncing upon a chick

to take it by force,

the bird craves to snap up a vast terrain
with its powerful, sharp beak

and fly away with it.

When that turns out to be impossible,
in the heat of its mighty sigh,
all the rivers dry up.

They christened that nameless,



gargantuan bird
Greed.

(Poem first published by The Common on February 19, 2025)
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