CONSULTATION: BA English Language and LinguisticsNote: This is a live document. Please visit https://tinyurl.com/BALangLing  for the latest version

Version 3: 15/04/2026
The BA English Language and Linguistics requires a full revalidation and refreshing of all materials in time for a 2027/28 start. The changes will not affect any students who started in Sept 2025 or earlier. This is an exciting opportunity to update and significantly improve the course.  This document presents some initial ideas but nothing has been decided yet. Please email Arran Stibbe astibbe@glos.ac.uk to express an opinion on the ideas below. Highlights are:
· The new course will be simplified to consist of TWO 30 CAT modules in Semester 1 and TWO 30 CAT modules in Semester 2, for both L5 and L6.  
· Each module will have TWO 2-hour sessions a week. 
· To improve attendance and engagement and prevent AI use, 30% of marks will be for engagement in most modules. Engagement scores will be based on class exercises, submission of draft assignment, class presentations etc. To save staff time, these will be self-reported, but checked carefully against staff records to ensure accuracy. 
· There will be more formative assessment: peer-discussed class exercises, presentations and an essay draft. This will help solve the issue that feedback comes too late for students to make a difference to their assignment.
· There will be ONE summative assignment per 30 CAT module, reducing the number of assessments to TWO per semester. This will reduce student stress around deadlines, allow them to work in greater depth and free up staff time to read drafts, set exercises and monitor engagement.  
· Assignments (aside from the Dissertation, TEFL, and Multimodal Analysis module) will be a portfolio consisting of an engagement matrix and one or two other elements. The other elements will range from standard essays to Moodle discussion forum posts, PowerPoint slides, digital stories, and AI reflections. 
· In addition to the EIGHT hours of content modules, there will be (if UEF is willing) FOUR hours of unassessed skills sessions which will include academic English, presentation skills, dealing with stress, time organisation, referencing, appropriate use of AI, library resources etc.  
· In each module there will be at least one workshop where students can actively discuss, apply and utilize learned materials with guided instruction.
A typical student timetable might look like this:
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Multimodal Analysis
	Ecolinguistics
	
	Multimodal Analysis
	Ecolinguistics

	Skills session
	
	
	
	Skills session


L5 Semester 1.  12 Weeks

	Two hour content class
	
	Two hour skills class
	
	Free study time


January: Assignments due, one for Multimodal Analysis, one for Applied Linguistics

Modules 
Content will remain similar to before, but with new modules, fully updated materials, and a stronger focus on digital literacy, sustainability, inclusion, global issues and professionalisation. A new module, TEFL, will include full preparation for a teaching placement. Linguistic comparison will be replaced by cross-cultural communication. The following is an outline of suggested new modules. This will no doubt change after received suggestions. 

	Previous modules
	
	New modules, all 30 CAT one assessment

	
	
	L5

	HM5002: Engaging Humanities 
	
	XX5001 TEFL. Includes language acquisition, decolonising ELT, employability placement 

	
	
	

	
	
	L5

	HM5701: Linguistic Comparison 
	
	XX5002 Structures of language. Levels of analysis, language history, linguistic comparison. 

	HM5206: Language History
HM6203: Language Components 
	
	

	
	
	L5

	HM5001: Research and Enquiry 

	
	XX5003 Ecolinguistics. The role of language in shaping society in ecologically beneficial or harmful ways. 

	
	
	L5

	HM5050: Field Trip 
	
	XX5004 Multimodal Analysis: digital and physical texts. Includes reading a city, digital texts, field trip, linguistic landscapes

	HM5204: New Media Literacy 
HM5202: Analysis of Spoken Language
	
	

	
	
	L6

	HM6000: The Dissertation 

	
	XX6001 Dissertation. Including research methods, digital literacy, conversation analysis

	
	
	L6

	HM6701: Forensic Linguistics 
HM5205: Language and Gender
	
	XX6002 Sociolinguistics. Gender, race, crime, disability, power, and politics in a global context, and cross-cultural communication

	
	
	

	
	
	L6

	HM6201: Communication for Leadership
	
	XX6003 Leadership Communication. Including econarrative, ethics, global justice, rhetoric, power relations, and employability skills. 

	
	
	L6

	HM6205: British Dialects 
	
	XX6004 Language and Globalisation. Including English as a global language, tourism, identity, diaspora, endangerment, language as heritage

	HM6206: World Englishes 
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Engagement Report

	Name:
	

	
	

	Student No:
	

	
	

	Module Code:
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Please fill in the white boxes in the table below (e.g., enter 10 in the first white box if you completed 10 or more class exercises). Your answers will be carefully checked against the tutor’s records submitted class exercises, submitted drafts, extra engagement and mitigating circumstances. Your score for engagement will make up 30% of your submission. 

	Completed 10+ class exercises
	+10
	0

	Completed 7-9 class exercises
	+8
	0

	Completed 5-7 class exercises
	+6
	0

	Completed 2-4 class exercises
	+3
	0

	Submitted draft assignment
	+5
	0

	Gave a class presentation
	+3
	0

	Extra engagement
	+3
	0

	Mitigating circumstances
	up to +10
	0

	TOTAL
	
	0



Extra engagement is a contribution to the class, for example bringing a piece of data to the class and leading a discussion about it. Please describe your extra engagement below if you included it above.
Mitigating circumstances are situations beyond your control that impact your ability to do class tests or attend classes. Examples are mental health issues, illness or bereavement (with evidence). In this case the tutor will provide extra tasks for you to show your engagement and will give you a mark up to 10 to put on the form above depending on how well you engage with the tasks. The tutor’s decision is final. 
	Extra engagement 
	

	
	

	Mitigating Circumstances
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