Temirkhan Medetbek (translated by Gaukhar Khalyk with
Helen Moore)

Ecopoem

Once vast as large intestines
my rivers have dried up
like hungry guts

of lean sheep.

Once bright as silvered pots
my lakes have now
vanished. Once stretched out
like a carpeted caravan,

my ridges are torn

like camels shedding fur.
My riverbeds and valleys
are arid as tattered rags.
The steppe is barren,

my forests are cut down

by saws and axes,
butchered like meat,

bones, sausages.

My farmlands wither

like the lips and feet

of a slave. The jailaus

look tainted, as if

by devilish play.

The wild meadows

lie trampled under filthy feet,
and the land’s gold
necklace is shattered,

coral beads scattered
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here and there.
Abandoned villages
are ships stranded
on the Aral Sea.
Dead fields engulfed
by swamps are leprous
bodies. Creatures
spread out across
the countryside
devouring it.

A fiery wind

like dragon’s breath

sweeps across my land.

Notes to poem: Jailau (pl. jailaus) - summer pastures, one of the four seasonal
pastures traditionally used by nomadic people. The Aral Sea (Kaz) - a lake in
Central Asia and Kazakhstan

DKOAOTUSIABIK O1€H

Maiinsl TOK ieKTei

Tobi araTeiH ©3€HACPIM
ApBIK KOHIBIH

A imerinnei myoaThUIbII
TapThuibIN KaJabl.

Kywmic kyitrannait

YKapkbipan >kaTaTblH KeJIepiMm
Kaitaamn-kaiiHamn

CyanraH KazaHgait

CapKbUIBIIT KaJIbL.

Kinewm >xa0putran kepyeHaei
CO3BUTBIIT KATATHIH XKOTATAPBIM —
Yiienen kanraH Tyienepaen —
YKyITBIM-3KYITBIM OOJITBL.

Keyin kanran

O3eK TeH cailiapbiM
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Tininren myoGepekTeit

KeIpBIM-KBIPBIM OOJIIBI.

Janam Kypan xaTsIp!
OpMaHBIMTBI

Apa meH Gantanap
KUTIKTEH CHIHABIPHII,
IIy>xpiKTal

Typan xaTsIp.

Kemreri

Ericrik ankaOdpim
ManaiineiH epiHiHIeH,
Kynasia TabanbHIaH
TimiareH.

Kermreri xaiinaysim
16imic aynaranmait
Bymninren.

Kynmeipein sxaTaTeia
[TanFpIH-ChIpMaKTapbIM
Jlac agkka

Baceuibin KanFanaail.
JlamaMHEIH

AJTBIH anKackl y3imi,
MapskaH MOHILIaKTaphbl
HTameuIsIn KaJFaggan.
Heci3 xanran aysuigap
Apanasig

YKarara HIBIFBIN KaJIFaH
Kemecingeii.

Cop OackaH xepiepim
Adnarec agaMHBIH
Henecinaeii.

Enimuiy iprecin

Opin KeTkeH Oosenep
Tanan typ...
AxnmahanbpIH neminaen
OtTait JKel IIBIFBIIT
Kepimai xanan Typ.
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