Supplementary Materials

Annex A: New Ecological Paradigm (NEP) Scale
Annex B presents the original NEP scale as proposed by Dunlap, Van Liere, Mertig, and Jones (2000).

Do you agree or disagree® that: SA* MA U MD SD (N) ru

1. We are approaching the limit of the number of people the
earth can support

2. Humans have the right to modify the natural environment

to suit their needs

3. When humans interfere with nature it often produces

disastrous consequences

4. Human ingenuity will ensure that we do NOT make the

earth unlivable

5. Humans are severely abusing the environment

6. The earth has plenty of natural resources if we just learn

how to develop them

7. Plants and animals have as much right as humans to exist

8. The balance of nature is strong enough to cope with the

impacts of modern industrial nations

9. Despite our special abilities humans are still subject to the

laws of nature

10. The so-called “ecological crisis” facing humankind has

been greatly exaggerated

11. The earth is like a spaceship with very limited room and

resources

12. Humans were meant to rule over the rest of nature

13. The balance of nature is very delicate and easily upset

14. Humans will eventually learn enough about how nature

works to be able to control it

15. If things continue on their present course, we will soon

experience a major ecological catastrophe

bAgreement with the eight odd-numbered items and disagreement with the seven even-numbered items indicate
pro-NEP responses.
°SA = Strongly Agree, MA = Mildly Agree, U = Unsure, MD = Mildly Disagree, and SD = Strongly Disagree




Annex B: Prompt List
Annex B includes the two final prompts used in ChatGPT-4o for the re-storying processes. Intermediate
versions of the prompts, documenting the iterative refinement of the procedure, are available from the

authors upon reasonable request.

Weak Sustainability Narrative: Prompt 2.7a

STEP 1: Ecolinguistic analysis
Identify the following lexical variables and grammatical structure within the paragraph provided. The
list provided includes a series of linguistic variables generally found within the genre you are
analyzing; however, this DOES NOT mean that ALL the variables are present within the text you are
analyzing; some of them may be present while others may be absent. The words in the brackets are
example to increase your ability to detect words, you are NOT limited to the words in the brackets,
but you must also search for similar words which may belong to the same lexical category. The same
applies to grammatical structures, NOT all the structures are present in the text, you should only
highlight those that you can clearly identify. You have to identify ONLY words or grammatical
structures that are present in the text, please make sure that you identify ALL the variables provided
in the prompt that are present in the text. You DO NOT have to add any word or grammatical
structure.
Lexical variables
USAS category: W3&WS5 (geographical terms and green issues)
Ecology

e General (“EZS, HHR)

e Landscape ([ #K, Hb, thiZK, SO0, AR EHEA, 0380, ¥23h, {23, Fyb)

e Flora (F#)

e Prevention (7KF)

e Remediation (J& MK, IR HFIEAK)
Environment

e General (F/457)

e Resources (T3, KA, /KiEH)

o Air (KA, TH)

e Pollution (PM2.5, Hillk, AT, KB, 54, HHY, 15K)

e Prevention (J&j5, /K, JAT5, HMR)

e Remediation (£ E, AT, 2K, 4836, HR)
Climate Change

o Mitigation (P, JBlHE, FIHFEE, ¥4%, 4k, ROk, T5RE, MR, SOKRRE, DL

W, RIFFEIR )

o Emissions (f&H%, WEhk, HixiA )
USAS category: A6 (modal verbs)

e Modal verbs (F5 %2, 7K, BE, Bz, My, #H, W, 55K, #H, &, )
USAS category: T1 (time)

e Graduality (B5, Hi#)

e Contemporaneity ([F]27, [FIfT)

e Unceasingness (/4 #7)




USAS category: AS5.1+ (Evaluation: positive)
o Aesthetic & emotional value (GE4F, 3, MEN, W, i, Tk, =i, K1)
e Effectiveness & Efficiency (R, HR%k, #%%)
e Success & achievement (&1, JEF])
e Advantage (R %, Kitk, #T)
USAS category: AS5.1- (Evaluation: bad)
e Denial (negation) (43)
e Insufficiency (AN, A &2)
e  Weaknesses (iR, #2HR)
USAS category: All.l1 & Al11.2 (importance and noticeability)
o Importance & significance (X8 , EE, FE, HK, HIR, I)
e Fundamental & core aspects (f8A, FEfit, 0, )
e Guidance (15'%, 715, M)
e Noticeability (R Hi, B, &)
USAS category: A13.3 (Degree: boosters)
e Acceleration & Speed (M, fndR, A, )
e Growth & Increase (BKFt, ZhH, REE, ¥R, K, #7#H4)
o Strengthening (3451, i, FFsL, 4%, Z[H)
e Expansion & enlargement (7, §7K, *t:K)
e Deepening ((RH, RN, &RZ)
o Effort (W3, &, &RAN, B, B, &0, &Lk, RKEAGE, BimAs
&, MEsScH, TorEit, B
e Excellence (Jii i H)
USAS category: N1 (numbers)
e Percentages & proportions (8%, 6%)
e Economic figures (3600 12,)
USAS category: Z3 (other proper names)
e Policy & Governmental Frameworks (7S5 {f- 41 %)
e National Ideological & Strategic Thought (-EF JT14E)
USAS category: A2.1 (affect: modify, change)
e Development & progress (K&, Hiidk, ik, AL, #Hk)
e Promotion & acceleration (#Ezl, A, #EE, 2, (i)
e Innovation & breakthroughs (81, uK, BEE, B, WK)
e Transformation & adaptation (425, AF&, A%, HAF, NAF, SKRAF, K2, A0
e Improvement & positive change (4f#%, Xi%)
USAS category: Al4 (Exclusivizers/particularizers)
o Totality (&1f, 7455, &, &Rk, &)
USAS category: Z8 (pronouns)
e Pronouns (FA7)
Please make a list (not a table) after the text including all the lexical variables that you can find within
the text.
Grammatical structures




e 1~ H]): The "H8" construction is used to emphasize the disposal or handling of an object.
The % may also be expressed by # which has the same role but it is more typical of the
written language. Please report all the sentences in which the #%5%%) occurs. Pay attention
that the recurrent verb 242 is not indicative of a #25-f].

e HiH]): The "#%" construction is a passive sentence structure, indicating that an action is
performed on the subject. The performer of the action can be omitted if unknown or
unimportant. Please report all the sentences in which the #% ] occurs.

e Subject: identify in each sentence the subject, by highlighting it in the text in bold, if the
subject is not overtly expressed, please mark it with an X in the text.

e Nominalization: it refers to verbs and adjectives that are turned into nouns simply using them
as nouns or with the use of the particle fJ. Please report all the sentences in which the
nominalization occurs, highlighting in bold the term that was nominalized. Please MAKE
SURE that the term is actually a nominalization.

e Downranking: Downranking refers to embedding one clause into another as a
dependent/subordinate clause. When identifying the downranking, doublecheck that you are
not confusing it with a nominalization. Please report all the sentences in which the
downranking occurs, highlighting in bold the sentence that is downranked.

Please display the results according to the following format (one example for each category is
provided)
Lexical Variables Present in the Text
USAS W3 & W5 (Geographical terms and green issues)
e None detected
Ecology
e General: 75
e Remediation: 1&4# (as in N RIEHE)
Environment
e General: }5
e Prevention: I &
e Remediation: 247 (indirectly part of £¢3%, though not complete compound)

Climate Change
e Mitigation: FJH¢4E, ZREUKNE, AEH, mAELE
e Emissions: {H%
USAS A6 (Modal verbs)
e Modal verbs: ¥, MY, 553K, #, Wi, fg, =
[...Go on with the other categories...]

Grammatical Structures

foh) /K]

o FEAHTENE 3N
4] identified:

o EAIFENE—Bh
B 7]

e No #% constructions found




Subjects (bolded in the text)
Below are the subjects identified in each sentence (bolded):

BATTRE 2=t B 5E K — A+ s, ZEAEHR DL R NS5 T
— X MR 5, R AMREREIR A

Nominalization (write the whole sentence and highlight nominalized forms)

DI R A PRANT AN 7870 72 1 PH ) 85 K [ el

Nominalizations identified:

R I

Downranking (highlighted embedded clauses)

RIBANRATEATE 7 18 MBI B K 1 8

Downranked clauses identified:

HREARAT AN TE 73316 M 55K ] 7t

Summary of Grammatical Structures Found

TFA):
EREE N —2h

BFA):

None

Subjects:

Al

X (implicit) in most sentences

Nominalizations:

R I

Downranked clauses:

RIEAY T 95 40 R MR R

Here you will find the text

STEP 2: Narrative reconstruction
Based on the results of the ecolinguistic analysis, rewrite the text to promote an alternative

narrative. You must act on the variables identified in the ecolinguistics analysis, but you can also

add sentences to improve the discourse flow if you believe that specific content is missing. Please
make sure that you don’t provide a completely different text, but you make changes on the existent

text. The percentage of the text that you modify, including also the sentences that you add, should not
exceed the 50% of the original text. A person comparing the original text, and the rewritten one should

be able to understand that this is a modified version of another text and not a completely new one.

Below you can find specific indications to ensure the creation of a new narrative.

Add ecological vocabulary to make the text more capable of envisioning a development
path that integrates biodiversity considerations within a socio-ecological context. Ensure
that the language reflects interactions between ecosystems and human activities. Please make
use of specific terms indicating land varieties and animal species, please do not use just
general and mass terms like “JE N 4= 17”, but use specific and precise terms related to animal
and plant species.[In doing so, please make reference to your knowledge about the physical
and environmental characteristics of Suzhou (& /1), including its climate, land use,

ecological challenges and biodiversity].




Please act on modal verbs to reduce factuality and practical necessity, lowering certainty
while opening space for alternatives, uncertainty, and exploration. Ensure that the text
envisions multiple possibilities rather than fixed outcomes.

Act on temporal markers to emphasize gradual progression rather than constant
continuation. Reduce the sense of unceasing movement, allowing the text to envision a
slowdown or even a halt in the pace of development. In reshaping the temporal dimension,
incorporate past and future timeframes, rather than focusing solely on the present and
short-term future.

Act on appraisal terms to allow for a greater emphasis on emotions and subjective
appreciation, rather than solely evaluating success based on goal attainment, effectiveness,
or efficiency.

Act on negative appraisal terms to acknowledge the downsides of the current development
model and its unsustainability, rather than framing them as mere indicators of its
insufficiency. Make the agency clear when using negative appraisal terms.

Reduce the use of boosting terms in favor of graduality terms to make the text able to
envision a future small-scale, slow, and mindful development is valued, shifting the focus
from a growth-centric paradigm.

Adapt technical jargon (including numerical expressions and proper names) to envision a
future where the government is not detached from the people and the natural environment,
but instead attuned to their needs, prioritizing both social and ecological well-being rather
than focusing solely on economic development.

Act development-related terms (trigger words within this text) to make the text able to
envision an alternative future, not innovation- and development-driven, but rather
prioritizing stability, regeneration, and sufficiency.

Act on terms related to totality and importance to shape a vision of the future where a
holistic approach is embraced, prioritizing the overall well-being of both humans and the
ecosystems they inhabit. Use these terms to emphasize a notion of totality that fosters a
comprehensive perspective, acknowledging the significance of all living beings.

Act pronouns, subjects, and passive structures to increase the presence of active entities
and make agency explicit, make sure that agency is explicit in every sentence to enhance
the clarity of the text and to limit the space for ambiguity. Ensure that agency is not
limited to human actors but also acknowledges non-human stakeholders, such as
ecosystems, species, and environmental forces, recognizing their role and influence within
the text.

Act on emphatic structures (nominalization, topicalization, and #2<Z4]) to emphasize a
future centered on social equality, environmental consciousness, and collective well-
being, ensuring that the grammatical structure reinforces a vision of inclusivity,
sustainability, and safety. You can add, remove or modify existing structures to make
the focus clearer in the sentences with regard to the main goal of the text.

Format:

Ensure coherence: Maintain logical flow while making the revisions.

Please make sure that the tone of the text is coherent with a political text; you can change
the focus of the text and its rationale, but the tone and the style of the text should be coherent
with a governmental one.

Mark ONLY the modified elements in bold; you have to mark in bold only the words or
grammatical structure that you have changed.




e Provide a brief rationale for major changes.

Transformative Narrative: Prompt 2.9b

STEP 1: Ecolinguistic analysis
Identify the following lexical variables and grammatical structure within the paragraph provided. The
list provided includes a series of linguistic variables generally found within the genre you are
analyzing; however, this DOES NOT mean that ALL the variables are present within the text you are
analyzing; some of them may be present while others may be absent. The words in the brackets are
example to increase your ability to detect words, you are NOT limited to the words in the brackets,
but you must also search for similar words which may belong to the same lexical category. The same
applies to grammatical structures, NOT all the structures are present in the text, you should only
highlight those that you can clearly identify. You have to identify ONLY words or grammatical
structures that are present in the text, please make sure that you identify ALL the variables provided
in the prompt that are present in the text. You DO NOT have to add any word or grammatical
structure.
Lexical variables
USAS category: W3&WS5 (geographical terms and green issues)
Ecology

e General (“EZS, HHR)

e Landscape ([ #K, Hb, thiZK, SO0, AR EHEA, 0380, $23h, {23, Hyb)

e Flora (F#)

e Prevention (7K#)

e Remediation (J& K, IR HFIEAK)
Environment

e General (F/45%)

e Resources (123, RS, /KJEH)

o Air (KA, TH)

e Pollution (PM2.5, Hidlk, AT, KB, V54, HHY, 15K)

e Prevention (J&j5, /K, G153, HMR)

e Remediation (ZESE, AT, 2K, 483, 1K)
Climate Change

o Mitigation ("M A1, JRHE, FIHFEE, 948, axth, SOk, e, FERK, SEOKRRE, S

W1, TR E)

e Emissions ({KHk, WERK, IR %)
USAS category: A6 (modal verbs)

e Modal verbs (5%, R, BE, Mi%, Bz, 2, B, 5K, %, &, 1)
USAS category: T1 (time)

e Graduality (Z5, Hi)

e Contemporaneity ([F]27, [FIfT)

e Unceasingness (4~ #7)
USAS category: AS5.1+ (Evaluation: positive)

o Aesthetic & emotional value (GE4F, 3, MEN, W, i, T#F, =i K1)

e Effectiveness & Efficiency (R, HR%k, #%%)




e Success & achievement (&1, HEF])
e Advantage (R %, Kitk, #T)
USAS category: AS5.1- (Evaluation: bad)
e Denial (negation) (43)
e Insufficiency (AN, A /&2)
e  Weaknesses (JEGH, FEHR)
USAS category: All.l1 & Al11.2 (importance and noticeability)
o Importance & significance (X8 , HE, FE, HK, HIR, I)
e Fundamental & core aspects (f8A, FEfit, 0, )
e Guidance (15'%, 715, )
e Noticeability (R Hi, B, E3F)
USAS category: A13.3 (Degree: boosters)
e Acceleration & Speed (JIIE, fndk, A, )
e Growth & Increase (BXFt, ZhHt, REE, IR, HK, #7H4)
o Strengthening (3451, i, FFsL, 4%, F[H)
e Expansion & enlargement (7, §7K, *t:K)
e Deepening (R, RN, RZ)
o Effort (W35, &, &RAN, B, B, &0, &L, RKEAGE, A
&, MEsScH, TorEit, B
e Excellence (Jii i H)
USAS category: N1 (numbers)
e Percentages & proportions (8%, 6%)
e Economic figures (3600 12,)
USAS category: Z3 (other proper names)
e Policy & Governmental Frameworks (7515 4F 41 %)
e National Ideological & Strategic Thought (-EF JT14E)
USAS category: A2.1 (affect: modify, change)
e Development & progress (K&, Hidt, wHidt, AL, #Hk)
e Promotion & acceleration (#Ezl, A, #EE, &, {£i)
e Innovation & breakthroughs (81, uK, BEE, B, WK)
e Transformation & adaptation (425, AF&E, AHE, HAF, NAF, KRAF, K2, A0
e Improvement & positive change (4f#%, Xi%)
USAS category: Al4 (Exclusivizers/particularizers)
o Totality (&1f, 7455, &k, &Rk, &)
USAS category: Z8 (pronouns)
e Pronouns (FA7)
Please make a list (not a table) after the text including all the lexical variables that you can find within
the text.
Grammatical structures
e 1~ H]): The "H8" construction is used to emphasize the disposal or handling of an object.
The 2 may also be expressed by 4 which has the same role but it is more typical of the
written language. Please report all the sentences in which the #%5%%) occurs. Pay attention
that the recurrent verb 4% is not indicative of a f254].




e Hi~H]): The "#%" construction is a passive sentence structure, indicating that an action is
performed on the subject. The performer of the action can be omitted if unknown or
unimportant. Please report all the sentences in which the #% ] occurs.

e Subject: identify in each sentence the subject, by highlighting it in the text in bold, if the
subject is not overtly expressed, please mark it with an X in the text.

e Nominalization: it refers to verbs and adjectives that are turned into nouns simply using them
as nouns or with the use of the particle fJ. Please report all the sentences in which the
nominalization occurs, highlighting in bold the term that was nominalized. Please MAKE
SURE that the term is actually a nominalization.

e Downranking: Downranking refers to embedding one clause into another as a
dependent/subordinate clause. When identifying the downranking, doublecheck that you are
not confusing it with a nominalization. Please report all the sentences in which the
downranking occurs, highlighting in bold the sentence that is downranked.

Please highlight all the nominalizations in the text, MAKE SURE that you highlight only the
nominalizations; you MUST only highlight specificities, NOT entire sentences. Afte highlighting
the nominalizations in the text, report them and the other grammatical structures you found in the list,
following the indication specific for every grammatical structure.

Please display the results according to the following format (one example for each category is
provided)
Lexical Variables Present in the Text
USAS W3 & W5 (Geographical terms and green issues)
e None detected
Ecology
e General: 75
e Remediation: 1&4# (as in N RIEHE)
Environment
e General: }5
e Prevention: I &
e Remediation: 247 (indirectly part of £¢3%, though not complete compound)

Climate Change
e Mitigation: FJH¢4E, ZREKNE, AEXH, mAELE
e Emissions: {H%
USAS A6 (Modal verbs)
e Modal verbs: ¥, MY, 553K, #, Wi, fg, =
[...Go on with the other categories...]

Grammatical Structures

foh) /K]

o FEAHTENE 3N
4] identified:

o EAIFENE—Bh
B 7]

e No #% constructions found




Subjects (bolded in the text)
Below are the subjects identified in each sentence (bolded):
o RATE A EII SR A RkE#, A AT LT NI
o XMWEFE ST, AR T,
Nominalization (nominalized forms highlighted)
o UISLINTERBRARATHG A 78 73 J2 1 M ) e K ) it
Nominalizations identified:
o RJE
Downranking (highlighted embedded clauses)
o REARATEATE 071G M 8K E &
Downranked clauses identified:

o RBRAMRASTAHGANTE 73 A& i M AR e K i) Al

Summary of Grammatical Structures Found

7

o EEIEENE 3
74

e None
Subjects:

o AN

e X (implicit) in most sentences
Nominalizations:

o RJE

Downranked clauses:

o RBAMRASTAHGANTE 73 A& i M AR e K i) At

Here you will find the text

STEP 2: Narrative reconstruction

Based on the results of the ecolinguistic analysis, rewrite the text to promote an alternative and
transformative narrative. Make the text capable of envisioning a different future, both in the long
and short term in which ecosystems holistic relationships are at the core; please adopt a transformative
strategy rather than a mitigation one. Please also make clear the shift from a weak sustainability
attitude to a strong one, implying changes in the people value system. Act on the existing text, keeping
the macro-structure intact. You must act on the variables identified in the ecolinguistics analysis, but
you can also add sentences to improve the discourse flow, especially if you believe that specific and
relevant content is missing. Below you can find specific indications to ensure the creation of a new
narrative.

e Add ecological vocabulary to make the text more capable of envisioning a development
path that integrates biodiversity considerations within a socio-ecological context. Ensure
that the language reflects interactions between ecosystems and human activities. Please make
use of specific terms indicating land varieties and animal species, please do not use just

PANET)

general and mass terms like “JE N 4= 15”, but use specific and precise terms related to animal
and plant species.[In doing so, please make reference to your knowledge about the physical




and environmental characteristics of Suzhou (i /1), including its climate, land use,
ecological challenges and biodiversity].

Please act on modal verbs to reduce factuality and practical necessity, lowering certainty
while opening space for alternatives, uncertainty, and exploration. Ensure that the text
envisions multiple possibilities rather than fixed outcomes.

Act on temporal markers to emphasize gradual progression rather than constant
continuation. Reduce the sense of unceasing movement, allowing the text to envision a
slowdown or even a halt in the pace of development. In reshaping the temporal dimension,
incorporate past and long-term future timeframes, rather than focusing solely on the
present and short-term future.

Act on appraisal terms to allow for a greater emphasis on emotions and subjective
appreciation, rather than solely evaluating success based on goal attainment, effectiveness,
or efficiency.

Act on negative appraisal terms to acknowledge the downsides of the current development
model and its unsustainability, rather than framing them as mere indicators of its
insufficiency. Make the agency clear when using negative appraisal terms.

Reduce the use of boosting terms in favor of graduality terms to make the text able to
envision a future where small-scale, slow, and mindful development is valued, shifting the
focus from a growth-centric paradigm.

Adapt technical jargon (including numerical expressions and proper names) to envision a
future where the government is not detached from the people and the natural environment,
but instead attuned to their needs, prioritizing both social and ecological well-being rather
than focusing solely on economic development.

Act development-related terms (trigger words within this text) to make the text able to
envision an alternative future, not innovation- and development-driven, but rather
prioritizing stability, regeneration, and sufficiency.

Act on terms related to totality and importance to shape a vision of the future where a
holistic approach is embraced, prioritizing the overall well-being of both humans and the
ecosystems they inhabit. Use these terms to emphasize a notion of totality that fosters a
comprehensive perspective, acknowledging the significance of all living beings.

Act on pronouns, subjects, and passive structures to increase the presence of active
entities and make agency explicit, make sure that agency is explicit in every sentence to
enhance the clarity of the text and to limit the space for ambiguity. Ensure that agency is
not limited to human actors but also acknowledges non-human stakeholders, such as
ecosystems, species, and environmental forces, recognizing their role and influence within
the text.

Act on emphatic structures (nominalization, topicalization, and #2“Z4]) to emphasize a
future centered on social equality, environmental consciousness, and collective well-
being, ensuring that the grammatical structure reinforces a vision of inclusivity,
sustainability, and safety. You can add, remove or modify existing structures to make
the focus clearer in the sentences with regard to the main goal of the text.

Format:

Ensure coherence: Maintain logical flow while making the revisions.

Mark ONLY the modified elements in bold; you have to mark in bold only the words or
grammatical structure that you have changed.

Provide a brief rationale for major changes.
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Annex C: NEP-based Perception Analysis texts
Annex C includes the three texts employed during the NEP-based perception analysis and their

machine-based translations.

BAU-n
2023 At AR SKOE I A IR T R 2 8, A St DU IR B R TR ks 2
Fo HFEARRINEERE, XEEEe AL, fRiE. fiaarhde. WAL sy =55 V50K
BRe HZEMAETTUINESE IR e, SIBCRRCR ISR, WELirisiraE
BARIT. WEREHE, WARHUBMPEEIFAE, PLEK TPk
PATB AL =A G567, B IS AAE, Homp st Esh, e 3ual e Ry sl
FHE R At
WHERE b, FA TR 2w B 5 i — ks, ZEZEER DU R N AN 5T
——WRFREE S, EARMEEAR R T VISSNTE R A RAS - H AN 7870 52 %0 17 ) B
KA, ZEEAEAR S B E SR — 2255, DMEsh s i B R ROV, adr o,
IR E BRI A TAR R, FFetRePt BaE, AWESRAs sy, i E R I s
B filt
— R ARE L, REMOWEREFS . BRUARNT ORI REE, SRASBEUT
AT N =5, R E RSO RIERREGOW, & iRl N R AR SO RS 1m) L, P2y it
RAMRNE, RN BB AR AT NS I A0
—— WP EAE AL, S EAT R Rl . WOEE. FE. B, REFE. BT,
DI s ROV OAE, DLE SIS N3N, DUERMBGRONE S, JUER L P sehLs, KIg9ma
pi. BIOH. YR, JULRERL. 5T L.
——REFQIEORS), WS FTREI SRR RIS S IEREHERE B ), ESRAE. BRI,
QUBRAS, SRR HLRIBEE . ATahBR, BOROBE ). JTRERIRIE . 2iEEr e s,
B AEA A <R et R . ERE AT R Hh SR H
——IERFIRE A, T A THRT R R R . B0 AUROR, SOOI, TSR L [
B AL R L, ERENLR AR, — Bz BRI G, A VB AMEAR [, HESD
2Vt RERT WERTE. RS
—RFERGM G, LU R A R A WAL UG, RN EIF SIS, B
M, SRR, W, MEIATIETE S R, R R B TAE. T
HEH g, 511, BEXER P, GBI R EM L4, MifRasta KIBITRENZ .
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MRAE I KRB TR, PAEBUR TAERL SR ER A IRFFLL ) IR o ]
Fritbo 3 UEBONIE S, SWE BTSN - F R, IRV ST B il B R e
PHEFRSRE S, f PR B TR AT TAES VG E ER, IRZIHE o E AR AL PR RRAE
FAJRESR, RRfarbo Rt TAERIE, 5. . SmEmHREEE, RSN
RIEMR, BN mRERE, TR EREEENEF SRR, TIF5%EREMZ A,
TR ECETF, RARIRTT SO, TESEHS R A 55 RS [RIER AR 25 0 45 M P SO A B
bk, RIMMIFRRIGK. Rk, BN TIE, AR E KR, MRSl
RORUTHE, SR A SR TR B A B, NPl — I X =Rk, A gl 4 [
ERRT, PRI B T i BAE AR b < O A .

2023 FANEFH SR BEFERH B bR XA~ SEEEK 8%Af: — AL
BEK 6% /ATy [EIE BRI 12%; Aol T B E LUK 9% By B E A ERA
B SOOI ANIE K 8% ity , AT H AT R R AT SCEC RN I vy T 3K AR
SRR, TRBIRTE R AT SS, FESBAETHIRRR RIS

W A BT H AR, FEIET=AHHHEE.

R VESE R R R IR EK, RO H AR S . DUEIRHE TR R R, 9184
Mg R E, BI=KaBis, & ERE, SoRBE, 8%, mihid
WA TR R, A& ER, WARMESIH, WILEE, FE. Sas iU e R R
S

BRI R AT, HWITE AR Rt U A bR E S H U
by HZANEMRESME Bbs. TN AR - RSWEEE B A E:, 2 2027 F45F
REIR 3600 12476, F 2035 FAGE A REL 2020 EHGINFHAELL L ik 7500 1470, EFERE B
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2023 marks the opening year for fully implementing the spirit of the 20th CPC National Congress
and a pivotal year that bridges the past and the future in the implementation of the 14th Five-Year
Plan. The century-defining changes are accelerating, regional competition is intensifying, and the

threefold pressures of shrinking demand, supply shocks, and weakening expectations remain
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significant. However, the macroeconomy demonstrates strong resilience, great potential, and
abundant vitality, and as the effects of various policies continue to materialize, the economy is
expected to rebound overall next year. From the perspective of development trends, opportunities and
challenges continue to coexist, with opportunities outweighing challenges.

We must keep the “Three Musts” firmly in mind, maintain firm historical confidence, enhance our
historical initiative, and make every effort to advance the cause of building a modern, new-type city.
On this new journey, we will fully implement the spirit of the 20th CPC National Congress and firmly
focus on the following six aspects.

— We will uphold the primary task and remain unwavering in our focus on development. We must
clearly recognize that slow, unbalanced, and inadequate development is the city’s greatest problem.
We will firmly grasp the Party’s primary task of governing and revitalizing the nation, take high-
quality development as our theme, center on economic construction, accelerate the building of a
modern economic system, continuously expand the total economic output, and steadily enhance
economic strength to lay a solid material foundation for high-quality development.

— Uphold the people-first principle and unwaveringly establish the purpose of development. We
must adhere to a people-centered development philosophy, never forget the word “people” that
precedes “government,” firmly establish a performance evaluation system focused on improving
people’s well-being, strive to resolve the urgent, difficult, and pressing concerns of the people,
continuously enhance people’s well-being, and enable the people to enjoy a better life.

— Uphold self-confidence and self-reliance, and earnestly fulfill our development mission. We must
strengthen our faith, convictions, and confidence; maintain steadfast resolve and courage in practice;
take the prosperity of our region and its people as our responsibility; seize the opportunities presented
by national strategies; follow the guidance of macroeconomic policies; make the most of historic
opportunities; vigorously promote investment, launch projects, and expand consumption; and be
determined to achieve breakthroughs, drive progress, and reach new heights.

— Uphold innovation-driven development and do everything in our power to enhance development
vitality. Treat innovation as the primary driving force; proactively recognize change, respond to it
scientifically, and seek change through innovation. Strive to break through ideological barriers,
dismantle institutional walls, and overcome impasses through action; stimulate new vitality, open up
new avenues, and forge new competitive advantages; strive to advance our position in the province-
wide “competition” and stand out among the northern Anhui region.

—Adhering to a problem-oriented approach, we will spare no effort to improve the quality of
development. We will heighten our awareness of problems, keenly identify issues, face them with

clarity, and proactively resolve them, thereby driving institutional innovation. With consistency and
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perseverance, we will strive to strengthen our strengths, address our weaknesses, and solidify our
foundations, propelling a leap in economic scale, an increase in per capita output, and a significant
rise in quality.

—Adhere to a systemic approach and spare no effort to ensure development security. We must firmly
establish the “seven types of thinking,” grasp the “six areas of better coordination,” follow objective
laws, learn from the past to foresee the future, and discern the significant from the trivial, so as to
think proactively, plan development holistically, and advance our work comprehensively. In
particular, we must have the courage and skill to confront challenges, overcome risks and challenges,
balance development and security, and ensure that our economic and social development proceeds
steadily and sustainably.

In accordance with the spirit of the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China and the
plenary sessions of the provincial and municipal Party committees, the overall requirements for the
government’s work next year are as follows: We will adhere to Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics for a New Era as our guide, fully implement the spirit of the 20th National
Congress of the Party, thoroughly carry out the spirit of General Secretary Xi Jinping’s important
speeches and instructions during his inspection tour of Anhui, and follow the arrangements and
requirements set forth at the economic work conferences of the Central Committee and the provincial
and municipal Party committees. We will gain a profound understanding of the connotations,
characteristics, and essential requirements of Chinese-style modernization, uphold the general
principle of seeking progress while maintaining stability, fully, accurately, and comprehensively
implement the new development philosophy, serve and integrate into the new development paradigm,
focus on promoting high-quality development, better coordinate COVID-19 prevention and control
with economic and social development, and better balance development and security.
comprehensively deepen reform and opening-up, vigorously boost market confidence, organically
integrate the implementation of the strategy to expand domestic demand with the deepening of
supply-side structural reform, prioritize efforts to stabilize economic growth, employment, and prices,
effectively prevent and defuse major risks, promote an overall improvement in economic performance,
achieve effective qualitative improvement and reasonable quantitative growth, accelerate the
construction of “One City, Two Zones, and Three Bases,” strive to break into the national top 100
cities, and secure new victories on the journey toward building a modern, new-type city.

The main projected targets for the city’s economic and social development in 2023 are as follows:
GDP growth of approximately 8%; growth in general public budget revenue of approximately 6%;
growth in fixed-asset investment of 12%; growth in total retail sales of consumer goods of over 9%;

growth in per capita disposable income of urban permanent residents of approximately 8%, with the
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growth rate of per capita disposable income for rural permanent residents exceeding the provincial
average; continued improvement in the ecological environment; fulfillment of annual targets for
energy conservation and emissions reduction; and continued upward momentum in key dynamic
economic indicators.

The setting of these projected targets is primarily based on three considerations.

First, they implement the fundamental requirements of high-quality development and reflect the
guiding nature of the projected targets. Through a more scientific indicator system, they guide the
city to focus on high-quality development, closely align with the three major strategic goals, and
strive to promote transformations in quality, efficiency, and growth drivers, thereby accelerating the
construction of a modern economic system. This approach avoids both setting unrealistically high
goals and clinging to outdated practices, establishing a development orientation that balances speed,
quality, and efficiency.

Second, with a focus on the task of building a new modern city, these targets reflect a systematic
approach. The projected targets emphasize organic alignment with the objectives of the 14th Five-
Year Plan, the goals established at the Fourth Plenary Session of the Sixth Municipal Party Committee,
and the targets set at the First Session of the Sixth Municipal People’s Congress. By 2027, the total
economic output is projected to reach 360 billion yuan, and by 2035, it is projected to more than triple
compared to 2020, reaching 750 billion yuan. This framework is designed to maintain the systematic,
coordinated, and continuous nature of economic development, thereby laying a solid foundation for
accelerating the modernization process.

Third, we adhere to the general principle of seeking progress while maintaining stability, reflecting
the scientific nature of the projected targets. Given that next year’s economic environment will be
even more severe and complex, we have appropriately adjusted the projected targets based on actual
needs to maintain “stability” and strike the right balance, ensuring that economic operations remain
within a reasonable range. At the same time, based on local development needs, momentum, and
potential, we must work with greater vigor and actively seek “progress,” striving to maintain a steady

growth trajectory and a sustained upward trend.
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The year 2023 marks the beginning of the gradual implementation of the spirit of the 20th National
Congress of the Communist Party of China and is one of the crucial transitional phases in carrying
out the 14th Five-Year Plan. A century of profound change is slowly unfolding, with regional
cooperation and friction coexisting side by side, while certain sectors face challenges such as
declining demand, supply pressures, and waning confidence. However, the region’s abundant
ecological resources—such as the Fuli Ji white goose habitat, the Huang-Huai Plain wetland system,
and the restoration potential of natural grasslands—continue to demonstrate their regulatory and
restorative functions. The resilience and adaptability of ecosystems are gradually being recognized
and harnessed, and relevant policies are progressively revealing their diverse impacts. In the coming
years, ecological and economic activities may advance in a coordinated manner. From a
developmental perspective, opportunities for harmony between humans and nature coexist with deep-
seated structural challenges; if multiple pathways and strategies are adopted, ecological opportunities
may gradually expand. We share responsibility with local species and ecosystems and must, on the
basis of respecting natural rhythms and ecological carrying capacity, prudently advance a
transformation that integrates ecological security with social well-being.

On this new journey, we will move forward hand in hand with the Huang-Huai wetland ecosystem
and its diverse species, gradually implementing the spirit of the 20th National Congress of the
Communist Party of China and exploring the following six directions.

— Prioritize the primary task and systematically guide the synergistic evolution of ecological and
social needs. Faced with land degradation in certain areas of the Huang-Huai Plain and rising pressure
on farmland irrigation, we have gradually come to recognize that slow, unbalanced, and inadequate
development is not a single obstacle, but rather one of the consequences of a long-standing mismatch
between urban expansion and ecological carrying capacity. We must combine ecological restoration
with community participation to jointly explore appropriate regional governance approaches. Based
on respect for ecological laws and grounded in building the resilience of eco-social systems, we will
gradually foster a coordinated and stable economic-ecological structure, thereby solidifying the
material conditions for the harmonious coexistence of humanity and nature.

— Uphold the principle of putting the people first and listen to the diverse voices within spaces shared
by people and species. Adhering to a people-centered development philosophy, we will
simultaneously pay attention to the living spaces of important local species such as the yellow muntjac,

gray cranes, and wetland plant populations; we must periodically reflect on the deep connection
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between “the people” and the environment; we must foster a performance evaluation system oriented
toward the shared benefits of ecological well-being; we must strive to address the people’s immediate
concerns regarding environmental pollution and ecological degradation; and we must gradually
expand the dual well-being of people’s livelihoods and environmental quality, creating living spaces
that offer greater emotional fulfillment and a greater sense of security for residents and the local
ecological community.

— Uphold self-confidence and self-reliance, using ecological history as a mirror to steadily build a
restorative, locally-rooted path. With firm faith, conviction, and confidence, gradually put new
directions into practice through actions to protect the Huang-Huai river system and restore vegetation
along rural waterways. Taking the prosperity and well-being of the people as our mission, we will
combine the inheritance of ecological culture with local experience, flexibly utilize national and local
policy resources, explore measures better suited to local conditions, and guide public investment and
consumption to place greater emphasis on ecological friendliness and the sustainable use of regional
renewable resources.

——Adhere to an approach driven by ecological awareness, linking social innovation with the
process of ecosystem restoration. Treat ecological wisdom and local knowledge as underlying driving
forces; proactively identify changes, respond scientifically, and adapt to trends in the wetlands of the
Yellow River’s tributaries in a manner suited to local conditions. Gradually overcome bottlenecks
through institutional reform and ecological participation mechanisms; encourage a new generation of
youth to find pathways in green agriculture, species monitoring, and traditional ecological practices;
and enable cities to demonstrate a new model of symbiosis and shared prosperity within the Central
Ecological Corridor.

—Adhere to a problem-oriented approach, focusing on the systemic root causes of ecosystem
degradation and addressing them gradually. Strengthen problem awareness to identify ecological
pressure points caused by high-intensity land use. In the face of complex issues such as water
eutrophication and farmland fragmentation, collaborate with local farmers and research institutions
to conduct joint research and co-construction. Guide diverse practices—such as moderate integration
of crop and livestock farming and pilot projects in restorative agriculture and forestry—to gradually
enhance system health and regional balance over the long term.

—Adhere to a systems perspective and explore models that couple interspecies symbiosis with
regional security. Firmly establish the “seven types of thinking” and attempt to apply the concept of
“six better coordinations” to all aspects of ecological governance. By following natural laws, learning
from the past to foresee the future, and discerning the big picture from small details, we can strengthen

the information feedback mechanisms between local governments and ecosystems. This will enable
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us to proactively identify risks and systematically adjust strategies, working hand in hand with the
forces of nature to jointly build sustainable living spaces and pursue a more stable and moderate path
forward within the balance between ecology and society.

In accordance with the spirit of the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China and the
plenary sessions of the provincial and municipal Party committees, next year’s government work can
be gradually carried out with a focus on the harmonious coexistence of humans and ecosystems. In
the areas bordering farmland on the Huanghuai Plain, wetland restoration, the protection of yew and
locust tree belts, and attention to the habitats of migratory birds such as the gray crane and the Oriental
white stork are expected to become key drivers for promoting regional resilience.

Guided by Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, we will seek
to gradually explore diverse pathways for implementing the spirit of the 20th CPC National Congress.
While taking local ecological characteristics into account, we will reflect on the pressures that existing
development models have placed on biodiversity and farmland systems.

Relevant authorities can moderately adjust their interpretation of “high-quality development” to place
greater emphasis on system stability and ecological sustainability. Furthermore, when implementing
the spirit of General Secretary Xi Jinping’s important speeches and instructions during his inspection
tour of Anhui, they should introduce broader environmental participation mechanisms and
incorporate the views of local communities.

In building a “development framework,” policymakers may place greater emphasis on coordinating
livelihood security with mechanisms for the co-management of natural resources, and explore the
synchronized rhythm between ecosystem recovery cycles and the provision of public services while
balancing pandemic control with socioeconomic governance.

The deepening of reform and opening-up should not be limited to advancing market mechanisms but
should also encompass the improvement of land protection systems and the popularization of
environmental education.

While boosting market confidence, efforts can also balance the protection of water sources in rural
areas, green employment practices, and sustainable interactions with habitats such as grasslands,
rivers, and lakes.

The existing approach of “organically combining the implementation of the strategy to expand
domestic demand with the deepening of supply-side structural reforms” may, in the future, find
common ground between the restoration of ecological functions and the transformation of consumer

behavior.
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In addressing the tasks of “stabilizing economic growth, employment, and prices,” the gradual
introduction of natural capital assessment and ecological compensation mechanisms may be more
effective in mitigating the formation of systemic risks.

In the process of building the “One City, Two Zones, Three Bases,” we can draw on historical
ecological evolution trends and the distribution patterns of local flora and fauna to advance ecological
infrastructure development in a measured and rhythmic manner, rather than prioritizing speed.
While the region may not be able to join the ranks of the “Top 100 Cities in China” overnight, it can
present a new image in terms of enhancing ecological well-being, ensuring food security, and
restoring wetlands.

In the process of “building a modern, new-type city,” the dynamic relationship between governments
at all levels and ecosystems should be more systematically incorporated into the governance
framework, jointly pursuing the dual goals of multi-species well-being and social justice.

In 2023, the primary expected objectives for the coordinated socio-economic evolution that this
prefecture-level city plans to explore—under the premise of ensuring the synergistic balance between
ecosystem health and community stability—are: the coordinated enhancement of regional ecosystem
service functions and productive spaces; a gradual growth in regional GDP of around 8%; general
public budget revenue and returns on local green investments are expected to improve in tandem;
fixed-asset investment will gradually shift toward protecting rural water sources and restoring
degraded forest lands; total retail sales of consumer goods will be aligned with residents’ basic living
needs; per capita disposable income for urban permanent residents will rise gradually while ensuring
that ecological loads are not increased, and rural permanent residents are encouraged to achieve
sustained improvements in per capita disposable income through eco-friendly farming and animal
husbandry, water-saving agriculture, and the preservation of traditional agricultural and forestry
knowledge; Improvements in the quality of wetlands, marshes, and farmland buffer zones will serve
as key indicators of ecological and environmental improvement; energy conservation and emissions
reduction can be flexibly adjusted according to ecological capacity to align with regional climate
characteristics; and major dynamic economic indicators will seek to strike a balance between social
equity and ecological conservation.

These directional goals are proposed based on a comprehensive assessment of three factors: first, the
ecological carrying capacity of the Huang-Huai Plain is approaching a marginal inflection point;
second, societal demands for species coexistence and food security are gradually increasing; and third,
the interaction patterns between humans and their habitats require long-term restructuring.

First, it responds to the fundamental orientation of ecological civilization practices and embodies an

exploratory approach to achieving the expected goals and fostering a harmonious relationship
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between people and the land. By adopting a comprehensive indicator system better suited to the
habitat needs of wetlands, farmland forest networks, and migratory species such as the gray crane on
the Huang-Huai Plain, it guides the city in finding a moderate path of evolution that balances
ecological restoration with community stability, rather than relying on a single output metric, but
focusing on multidimensional values such as quality, emotional security, and species symbiosis. This
approach gradually promotes the synergistic transformation of regional energy efficiency
optimization, institutional innovation, and agricultural land structure adjustment, while attempting to
construct a new regional framework suited to future climate conditions and ecological carrying
capacity—one that neither pursues excessive scale expansion nor falls into the trap of path
dependence rooted in outdated practices—thereby establishing a governance orientation centered on
ecological resilience, public welfare, and intergenerational equity.

Second, future development tasks should be examined from the perspective of the holistic eco-social
system, reflecting the interconnectedness and adaptability of the expected goals. These goals are
designed to align with the ecological spatial pattern outlined in the 14th Five-Year Plan, the farmland
protection and ecological red line proposals put forward by the Municipal Party Committee, and the
Municipal People’s Congress’s deliberations on resource reuse. By 2027, this prefecture-level city is
expected to achieve dual improvements in per capita income and quality of life while safeguarding
the ecological functions of the Huang-Huai wetlands; By 2035, the regional ecological and production
systems may have preliminarily formed a coordinated, multifunctional structure. Such objectives do
not represent a demand for linear growth but rather aim to support the synergistic evolution of
ecosystem stability and social adaptability, providing a foundation for the steady advancement of
urban transformation processes that are significant for biodiversity conservation.

Third, the plan balances the dual considerations of ecological pressure and economic resilience,
reflecting the adaptability and flexibility of the anticipated goals. Given the combined effects of recent
precipitation variability, fluctuations in groundwater levels, and pressures on rural livelihoods,
relevant departments may make timely, subtle adjustments based on actual ecological conditions to
maintain the stability of ecosystem boundaries and prevent the accumulation of vulnerabilities,
ensuring that the operation of social systems gradually approaches—rather than exceeds—the
ecological safety threshold. At the same time, based on regional ecological evolution trends, species
migration cycles, and the cultural memory of local communities, we are more inclined to proactively
explore diverse sustainable approaches. We will pilot co-governance mechanisms in areas such as
watershed management, wetland conservation, and crop rotation, striving to foster a virtuous cycle

of mutual benefit for all stakeholders through a gradual and steady process.
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The year 2023 marks the beginning of a gradual shift toward a new path centered on ecological
restoration and the coexistence of multiple species, and represents a critical phase in exploring the
ecological carrying capacity and social resilience of this prefecture-level city within the context of
the 14th Five-Year Plan.

Within the ecological landscape of the Huang-Huai Alluvial Plain—dominated by farmland and
wetlands—the river ecosystems of the Sui River, Tuo River, and others have long been under pressure
from agricultural nonpoint source pollution and urban expansion. The living spaces of native animals
such as egrets, wild ducks, and loaches, which once roamed freely between river channels and
floodplains, are steadily shrinking. We may need to gradually slow the pace of development and
reestablish the connection between humans and the ecosystems of the Yellow River’s tributaries to
safeguard the long-term survival of ecological communities, including humans.

Although farmland systems in some areas once maintained a certain degree of ecological resilience
through traditional farming methods and natural water cycles, high-density land use and monoculture

farming practices have gradually eroded soil function and biodiversity. As populations of Chinese
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hackberry, common reed, and river willow have thinned, the stabilizing effect of native vegetation on
the river has also diminished. The interaction between the Sui River and rural communities has shown
some potential for restoration in recent years—for example, some villages have begun experimenting
with crop rotation and the restoration of riparian forest belts. These changes suggest that a vision for
the future should be gradual, meticulous, and guided by ecological regeneration.

Judging from the evolution of land use over the past few decades, the problem lies not only in
economic imbalances between regions but also in the overall decline of ecosystem structure and
function. We should no longer view growth as the sole objective; instead, we should listen to the
rhythm of wild grasses growing on tidal flats, observe changes in waterfowl migration routes, and
understand the cyclical relationship between field insects and crops—thereby rebuilding a way of life
centered on ecological adaptation.

As urban residents and members of an ecological community, we should perhaps strive to establish
more responsible and mutually beneficial connections with the land, rivers, plants, and animals—so
that “development” is no longer an exclusive process, but rather a sustained practice in which multiple
species share a common future. We can attempt to shift from “pushing forward with construction” to
“accompanying restoration,” and from “high speed” to “deep relationships,” moving toward the
future in a more humble and resilient manner.

On this new journey, we—the human and non-human members who share this land—may seek to
build upon the foundation of symbiosis to gradually explore ways to implement the spirit of the 20th
National Congress of the Communist Party of China. By mindfully recognizing the long-term
relationship between humans and ecosystems, we can gently advance the following initiatives.
—Prioritize ecological restoration and gradually shift away from a goal-oriented approach centered
on speed. By carefully listening to the feedback from the wetland ecosystems of the Sui River basin
and squarely addressing the land degradation caused by the homogenization of farmland and the
expansion of infrastructure—as well as the barriers to farmland bird migration and the decline in
herbaceous plant diversity—we can collectively identify and gradually transform the predicaments
resulting from cities’ overreliance on a single development path. Let slowness and recovery become
the dominant rhythm; through diversified soil utilization methods and small watershed conservation
measures, we can rebuild the interactive relationships within the region between humans and species
such as the spot-billed duck, egrets, willows, and reeds within the region.

—Adhere to the principle of mutual benefit among multiple species and gradually deepen the
transformation of public values. Perhaps we should slow down the pace of governance, expand the
meaning of the term “people” to include aquatic organisms, forest-dwelling organisms, and farmland

ecological communities, continually reflect on the ecological feedbacks overlooked by an
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anthropocentric view of development, and encourage the integration of vegetation restoration,
wetland conservation, and traditional ecological knowledge. In this way, we can address the shared
needs of residents and non-human life, ensuring that future life is not only “beautiful” but also a space
of mutual care and well-being.

—We must place equal emphasis on cultural and natural confidence, walking hand in hand with
down-to-earth, grassroots ecological wisdom. We may be able to uncover ecological response
strategies that blend the old and the new from local water system management experiences,
community-based phenological observations, and rural community farming systems. Taking
symbiotic prosperity as our starting point, we can gradually introduce national-level ecological
strategies and policy guidelines—such as site-appropriate planting and timely, water-efficient
practices—to form a flexible collaboration with local natural resources while respecting the rhythm
of history.

—Uphold a balance between knowledge co-creation and practice, gently unleashing local ecological
potential. We should understand innovation as the continuous adaptation of interactions between
humans and the non-human environment—gradually recognizing change, learning to adapt, and
seeking transformation through observation. We should strive to break free from our reliance on
“growth” in our mindset, establish pathways for cross-departmental ecological collaboration in our
mechanisms, and build sustainable, mutually beneficial ecological networks in our actions. In this
way, allowing wild grasses to return to the fields, fish to swim in shallow waters, and vitality to
reappear in the countryside will become the new, “advantageous” meaning of progress.

—We must uphold both a problem-oriented mindset and ecological awareness, expanding the
dimensions of shared well-being through slow yet resilient steps. Faced with ecological pressures
stemming from watershed pollution, declining groundwater levels, and continuous cropping in
farmland, we must keenly perceive their cumulative impacts and gradually seek restoration pathways
from local experiences. We should not seek instant results, but rather pursue persistent, incremental
evolution, ensuring that the restoration of ecological functions at various levels becomes part of the
region’s overall regeneration landscape.

—Adhere to a holistic ecological perspective and ensure multidimensional future security through
multi-stakeholder collaboration. Rooted in the seven modes of ecological cognition, we should strive
to grasp the systemic wisdom embodied in the “Six Coordinations” and establish a slow yet sustained
mechanism for maintaining relationships within the integrated system of mountains, waters, forests,
farmlands, lakes, grasslands, and deserts. Particularly against the backdrop of intensifying global

ecological risks, we need to share risks with local communities, identify future trends within micro-
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ecological signals, and jointly construct a vision for the future characterized by ecological resilience,
social warmth, and cultural roots.

In accordance with the spirit of the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China and the
plenary sessions of the provincial and municipal Party committees, we may gradually explore a
governance approach oriented toward the symbiotic coexistence of watershed ecosystems and
communities—one that emphasizes the intrinsic nature and historical diversity of ecosystems and
respects the diverse needs of both humans and non-human beings.

The overall requirements for government work next year are as follows: guided by an ecological ethic
of multi-species coexistence, we will prudently advance the practical integration of Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era and the construction of an
ecological civilization; we will continue to align the spirit of the 20th CPC National Congress with
the ecological characteristics of the local Huang-Huai Plain; and we will gradually implement General
Secretary Xi Jinping’s philosophy on the adaptive restoration of local ecosystems.

While understanding the transition toward modernization, we can also turn our attention to the
cultural memories and biological connections embodied by the tidal flats and the Sui River system—
such as the breeding of mallards in lowland ponds and the role of reeds in supporting the water
retention function of wetlands—thereby gaining a more comprehensive grasp of the characteristics
and possibilities of ecological modernization.

We no longer view “seeking progress while maintaining stability” as a speed-oriented, inertial logic,
but rather as a way to respect the rhythms of nature and alleviate pressure on the land, gradually
integrating new social and economic visions into the process of reshaping local ecological culture.
We can seek points of connection between traditional folk agricultural wisdom and contemporary
ecological policies to gradually build a moderate, organic, and eco-friendly local economic structure.
In this process, rather than serving the so-called “new development paradigm” in a one-dimensional
manner, we aim to collaborate with herbaceous plant communities, wetland waterbirds, and
microorganisms in irrigation ditches to jointly shape a dynamically balanced livelihood system.

In the face of the cumulative risks posed by climate change and land degradation, we should carefully
identify and negotiate responses rather than one-sidedly pursue market confidence or short-term
growth trajectories. We must avoid treating strategies to expand domestic demand and supply-side
reforms as universal governance templates, and instead stimulate endogenous resilience at the local
level through the diversification of ecosystem services and the building of social consensus.

The so-called “stabilizing growth, employment, and prices” can be reinterpreted as three ecological
objectives: maintaining the fertility of farmland, securing community livelihoods, and safeguarding

access to natural resources. The goal of “an overall improvement in economic performance” could be
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expanded into a local vision of “gradual restoration of ecosystem structure and continuous
enhancement of environmental service functions.”

We can also transform the initiative to “build one city, two zones, and three bases” into a practical
platform for protecting the Suihe-Sishui River Basin, restoring the tidal flat ecological belt, and
promoting the reconstruction of forest and grassland buffer zones. We can shift the mobilization
rhetoric of “striving to become one of the nation’s top 100 cities” into a process of social mobilization
aimed at establishing a shared value system between humans and nature, allowing “modernization
efforts” to become a space where cultural and ecological diversity co-evolve, rather than merely a
vehicle for homogenized industrial development.

In 2023, the exploration of a region-wide vision for social and ecological synergy can gradually
unfold around the following objectives: based on respect for the rhythms of ecosystems and the
principle of multispecies symbiosis, we will integrate economic growth expectations with ecological
carrying capacity and community well-being to gradually form more balanced and resilient models
of living and production.

Enhancing the resilience of regional eco-social systems could become a key focus. For example, by
protecting the wetland systems in the Sui River basin, reducing disturbances to the migration routes
of birds such as the black-faced spoonbill and the spot-billed duck, and restoring tidal flat vegetation
and hydrological connectivity in waterways, economic activities can be guided to gradually adapt to
operating within ecological boundaries.

Regarding projections for fiscal revenue and fixed-asset investment, considerations for ecosystem
restoration-oriented investments should be incorporated, including support for rural wetland
management, the renaturalization of riverbanks, and the construction of ecological corridors in
farmland. Projections for growth in consumer spending can also be aligned with the promotion of
local ecological products and sustainable lifestyles, such as by fostering eco-friendly cooperatives
and the widespread adoption of energy-efficient products.

Plans to increase the income of urban and rural residents should consider employment models related
to the maintenance of ecosystem services—such as wetland conservation, forest-based economies,
and the promotion of sustainable agriculture—while ensuring equity through community
participation mechanisms. This will help rebuild emotional connections and a sense of responsibility
between people and the land, water bodies, and species.

The vision for ecological and environmental improvement should not be reduced to the mere
fulfillment of target-based tasks, but rather understood as a long-term process involving the
restoration of local biotic communities, the enhancement of habitat integrity, and the rebuilding of

the relationship between humans and nature. Efforts to promote energy conservation and emissions
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reduction can also be more concretely manifested through multi-level practices, such as reducing
reliance on chemical fertilizers in farmland, improving energy efficiency in buildings, and guiding
the green transition of transportation systems.

If we transform the “upward trend in dynamic economic indicators” into “year-on-year improvements
in ecosystem health,” then the city’s future may come closer to reflecting the true and complex
interplay between its rivers, lakes, wetlands, farmland, and communities.

The establishment of the aforementioned vision and goals is not driven by short-term competitive
considerations, but rather by a systematic understanding of current ecological pressures and a
commitment to respecting and fostering the potential synergies between local culture and natural
resources.

First, we must respond to the fundamental needs of the local ecosystem and the historical relationship
between people and the land, gradually establishing a public vision guided by ecological integrity.
We can consider adopting a more ecologically sensitive indicator system to encourage collaborative
exploration grounded in respect for land carrying capacity and species habitat needs. By focusing on
the interactive relationships between people and species such as the spot-billed duck, red-necked stint,
and aquatic plants, we can gradually adjust the structure of social production and daily life. Rather
than continuing to prioritize speed and output as core metrics, we should seek a new balance between
wetland conservation, the restoration of farmland biodiversity, and the fulfillment of the community’s
diverse needs.

Second, we should reinterpret the vision and tasks of modernization from the perspective of
ecological civilization construction, reflecting the holistic nature of the interplay between ecological
and social systems. The expected objectives could be aligned with the 14th Five-Year Plan for
Ecological Conservation, the Sui River Basin Management Strategy, and municipal-level sustainable
community practices. We can focus on establishing a multifunctional regional framework by 2035
that promotes harmonious coexistence between humans and nature, rather than pursuing a singular
goal of economic expansion. This approach emphasizes the organic integration of ecological
restoration, the strengthening of cultural identity, and regional sharing mechanisms.

Third, we should use ecological adaptability as the guiding principle to gradually shape a future
system of multifaceted security. Given the cyclical changes in natural systems and the vulnerability
of surface hydrological resources, we may need to cautiously adjust certain economic indicators in
light of increasing drought frequency and land degradation trends, while exploring a path of moderate
growth based on the premise of safeguarding ecological bottom lines. At the same time, in the face
of existing social development inertia, we must not only stimulate local communities’ enthusiasm for

river conservation and the ecological restoration of farmland but also grant local ecological resources



291  greater political voice and policy participation rights, so that together we may safeguard the long-
292  term resilience of wetlands, forests, and farmland ecosystems, as well as the foundation for the

293  habitation of diverse life forms



Annex D: Variables Distribution
Annex D includes the table reporting the distribution of the variables identified as significant and

discussed in the Discussion section.

USAS Semantic  Sub-category Text 1 % ofthe Text2 % of the Text 3 % of the

Category text text text
W3 -W5 4 0.23% 168 5.34% 195 5.34%
(e“V‘tZ‘;‘I‘n“:)e“ta‘ Ecology terms 1 0.06% 127 4.04% 149 4.08%
Environment 1 0.06% 9 0.29% 10 0.27%
terms
Climate 2 0.11% 25 0.80% 23 0.63%
Change Terms
Flora and 0 0.00% 7 0.22% 13 0.36%
Fauna
A6 (modal 3 0.17% 12 0.38% 0.63%
verbs) Deontic 2 0.11% 4 0.13% 11 0.30%
Anankastic 1 0.06% 8 0.25% 12 0.33%
T1 (time terms)  Graduality 1 0.06% 18 0.57% 20 0.55%
AS.1+ 9 0.51% 3 0.10% 4 0.11%
(Evaluation:
positive)
A13.3 (Degree: 57 3.24% 23 0.73% 26 0.71%
boosters)
N1 (numbers) 7 0.40% 1 0.03% 0 0.00%
A2.1 (affect: 83 4.72% 38 1.21% 34 0.93%
modify, change)
7.8 (pronouns) 3 0.17% 6 0.19% 21 0.57%
2 (ba) structure 4 11 24
% of % of % of
subjects subjects subjects
Inanimate 35/147 23.81%  34/130  26.15% 20/134 14.93%
subject:
No Subject 109/147 74.15% 89/130  68.46% 93/134 69.40%

Agent subject 3/147 2.04% 7/130 5.38% 22/134 16.42%




