Temirkhan Medetbek (translated by Gaukhar Khalyk with
Helen Moore)

Ecological disaster

We're not green, but ashen gray.

Our hopes for tomorrow fade away.

We live with vast dangers,

caught between the perils

of past and future.

Rain falls bitter, sharp as bile,

making even stones afraid.

Explosions shake the earth.

How should I live, ignoring such plight?
My heart is burdened, heavy with fright.
Like a poisoned arrow, the sun’s crimson glow
pierces the horizon, ominously low.
When horror lurks beneath my land,

how should I stand that?

The breeze, once pure and light,

now exhales a dragon’s blight.
Thunderous blasts tear the air,

and everywhere, explosions spread despair,
Shrapnel lodges deep within,

scarring features of tomorrow’s kin.

And look! Look at what remains!

Withered summer grasses, empty plains.
Babies born with missing hands,

limbs lost to this poisoned land.

What nightmares haunt this endless sky!
Sorrow fills my tearful eyes.

An infant suffocates in the womb.

From city streets to rural dust,

a terrible weight oppresses us.

Born with white hair,

children lose their grace,
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age etched into their faces.

DKOAOTUSIABIK ariaT

YKaceut emec, kKynrinoi3!
Eprenni ofinan 3apbIKTHI YH.
ApacbeiHga KypMi3 013
KaTep MEHEH KayIIlTiH.
OTTeit )xa"OBIp cipKipep
30pEeCiH aIl TaCTHIH Ja.
JKapwutsicTap cinkinep
Kapa *KepJIiH acTeIH/a!
Kanaii xxypem enemei,
JKaH-)KYPETiM Kamabl!..
Yr¥a manran xxebeneit
KYHHIH KBI3BIJI IIIAITaFrh!
CyMJIBIK JKaTca xepimje
KaJlail KajaM KepiHOeH.
AHKBITI COKKaH KeIiH ¢
axxnahanbeIy AeMIHOEH.
YKapsutranaa rype etin
KaPBUIBICTAP OJIKEMJIC —
KaJlaima bl KipIl eTin
)apbIKIarel Eprexre.
Copnan, conaH, Kapa, 6ap! —
KEYIIT )Ka3IbIH KYPaFbl,
asiK, KOJICKI3 Oaamap
MYyTeIeK OOII Tyabl.

He 6ip cymasIk emecren
KYypeM MyHFa 0aThII-ak!

... [YHIIIBIFa/Ibl HOPECTE
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KYpCaFbIH/Ia KaThII-aK.
CyMJIBIK Ce3ill KajaiaH,
CYMJIBIK CE€3iI Jajiajjan
0aJ1 )Ky31HEH op TaWbIII,
TYBIII )KATHIp Oananap

IIAIBI arnaK 00 KapTanbli!

ECOPOETIKON

www.ecopoetikon.org



