Sakthi Arulanandham (Translated by Thila Varghese)

A Tree Is Not (Just) a Tree

To see a tree merely as a tree
is like seeing a woman merely as a body.

Ask a passerby;

he will call it shade.

Ask a boy swinging from its aerial roots;
he will call it joy.

For the birds,

it is home.

Unraveling the mysteries of gravity,
and turning Siddhartha into the Buddha,
trees teach both science and spiritual wisdom.

To see the tree that nourishes
and generates the breath of life
as merely a tree...
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